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WITNESSES TO 
THE FAITH

A CATHOLIC PILGRIMAGE IN A CHANGING CHINA

MJA
Text Box
This pilgrimage sponsored by the USCCA affords a unique opportunity to learn from and reflect on the witness of China's Catholics to their faith, both in history and in contemporary society. We will also visit famous cultural and historical sites in Beijing, Taiyuan (Shanxi Province), Hengsui, Xian Xian, and Tianjin.  At each step of the way, commentary will be provided by renowned Catholic scholar Dr. Anthony Clark, author of China's Saints: Catholic Martyrdom During the Qing (1644 -1911) and Heaven in Conflict: Franciscans and the Boxer Uprising in Shanxi.  Fr. Hung Nguyen will lead opportunities for prayer and Eucharist. Father Hung is pastor of Our Lady of Mount Virgin Parish in Seattle, home to a grace-filled Chinese Catholic community.  We hope that participants in this unique pilgrimage will deepen their knowledge of China, their appreciation of its Catholic history, and their own faith.
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TIMEFRAME
Tuesday, April 23 to Thursday, May 2, 2019.
Pilgrimage spans the two weeks following Easter, 10 days, 9 nights in total. 

ITINERARY 
We begin our pilgrimage in Beijing, China’s capital, where ancient imperial sites and churches on land granted 
by emperors in centuries past coexist in one of the most dynamic cities in the world. The greater Beijing 
metropolitan area, taking in some 25 million people, is a place where the possibilities and challenges of modern 
urban life confront the Chinese Church and Chinese society alike.

We then visit several local Church communities in Shanxi and Hebei Provinces, areas where Chinese Catholicism 
has flourished, and Tianjin, where the Catholic Church plays an important role in education, social services, and 
the civic life of the community. Our final stop takes us back to Beijing for an opportunity to meet contemporary 
church leaders and debriefing.

The pilgrimage comes to an official close late Wednesday evening, May 1st. For those who will depart the next day, 
provision for accommodation at a hotel in Beijing is included in the pilgrimage total. The staff of the USCCA can 
also provide advice and assistance to those who wish to stay longer for tourism or other purposes.
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ALL ARE WELCOME TO APPLY
Though the focus of this study tour is the Catholic Church in China, it is open to people of any religious 
background. We begin and end the study tour with Eucharist, and on many days our first common activity is 
a moment of prayerful reflection. So long as you are open to these activities, you are invited to apply to the 
pilgrimage.

COST
The cost for participation in Witnesses to the Faith: A Catholic Pilgrimage in a Changing China is $2,050 (per 
person single occupancy) or $1,725 (per person double occupancy). That price will drop $100 if the group size 
reaches 20 or more. 
The participation fee covers accommodations & meals, transportation within China, the services of translators 
and guides, orientation materials, and opportunities for liturgy and prayer. 
Note that participants must arrange for their own arrival in Beijing on or prior to April 23 and their own departure 
from Beijing on or subsequent to May 2. And if they do not have a tourist visit for China, they must obtain one. 
Our travel agent is available to help with the visa application process and travel arrangements.

SPACE IS LIMITED TO 30. PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION BY FEBRUARY 1 TO BE CONSIDERED 
IN THE SECOND ROUND OF THE SELECTION PROCESS.
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Dr. Clark in Shanxi

Imperial Palace in Beijing

Tombstone of Jesuit missionary Matteo Ricci
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APPLICATION PROCESS
The USCCA is dedicated to dialogue and mutual understanding. In light of our mission we conduct this pilgrimage 
to build bonds of friendship with all the people we meet, as well as to provide an opportunity to learn about the 
inspiring story of the Catholic community in China first-hand. People who participate in this Pilgrimage agree to 
do so in the spirit of our mission and to contribute to a positive experience for all group members.

HOW TO APPLY
If you would like to participate in the Witnesses to the Faith Pilgrimage, please follow these steps:

1. Carefully review the information on this pilgrimage provided on our website. 
2. Fill in the Pilgrimage Application and email to USCCA.StudyTours@GMail.com 

Deadline for first-round decision is January 15, 2019. It there are spaces available after that date, we may continue 
to accept applications. Inquiries welcome. If you need a decision before January 15, you may request expedited 
review of your application.

DATES AND FURTHER STEPS
February  1, 2019: Application deadline for first round decision.
February 2 Acceptance notification for first round decision.
February 10: $500 per person deposit (non-refundable after February 15).
February 15: Email a copy of your U.S. passport.
Deposit and passport are necessary so that we can book your travel within China.

If the pilgrimage has openings after the second round of applications, you may apply after February 1, in which case you 
will be notified of your acceptance within 2 days of applying.

March 15: Unless other arrangements have been made, total amount due.
March 15: Confirmed travel arrangements to Beijing due.

Please note: We understand that plans do change. While we will try to accommodate unanticipated changes, 
failure to adhere to the above deadlines could lead to forfeiture of your place in the program and/or of your 
deposit.

Tuesday, April 23: Arrival time in Beijing by noon of this date. 
Thursday, May 2: Date of departure from Beijing (or later, if you decide to stay on).
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https://www.uscatholicchina.org/tour-2019p
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/e1234c_17875935f70d40a99066b3d5561dae7b.pdf
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CHINESE VISA
If you do not already have a tourist visa for China, you should begin the application process for one once you 
receive notification of your acceptance. The application form is available on the USCCA website.

ASSISTANCE WITH THE CHINESE VISA APPLICATION PROCESS
NOTE: You must apply for a Tourist Visa to China. 
Applying for a visa to China can be a bit tricky. Many people have their visa application for China rejected, 
sometimes for very technical reasons. If you would like assistance with the application process, our travel agent 
can shepherd that process for a reasonable fee.

TRANSIT TO BEIJING
Note that traveling to Beijing from the United States involves crossing the international dateline. When doing so 
you lose an entire calendar day. Take this into account when booking your flight.
Kayak and similar online services often do locate excellent travel options, but if you would like to work with our 
travel agent to arrange your travel, please contact:

Mr. James Khoh
Apollo Travel &Tours
6100 Corporate Drive, Suite 328
Houston, TX 77036
(713) 490-7888
james.khoh@gmail.com

For questions or assistance regarding Witnesses to the Faith: A Catholic Pilgrimage in a Changing China, please 
contact:

USCCA Study Tour Coordinator
USCCA.StudyTours@GMail.com
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